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and poet; the first is said to be equal to the crime of
witchcraft, but many an act of my life hath shown that
I am no conjurer. If I were, however, ten times more
modest than twenty years' attendance at the Bar renders
probable, your flattering inscription would cure me of
so unfashionable a malady. I might, indeed, lately have
had a legal title to as much supremacy on Parnassus as
can be conferred by a sign-manual, for I had a very
flattering offer of the laurel; but as I felt obliged, for
a great many reasons, to decline it, I am altogether un-
conscious of any other title to sit high upon the forked
hill.
To return to The Giaour; I had lent my first edition,
but the whole being imprinted in my memory, I had no
difficulty in tracing the additions, which are great im-
provements, as I should have conjectured aforehand
merely from their being additions. I hope your Lord-
ship intends to proceed with this fascinating style of
composition. You have access to a stream of sentiments,
imagery, and manners, which are so little known to us
as to convey all the interest of novelty, yet so endeared
to us by the early perusal of Eastern tales, that we are
not embarrassed with utter ignorance upon the subject.
Vathek, bating some passages, would have made a charm-
ing subject for a tale. The conclusion is truly grand.
I would give a great deal to know the originals from which
it was drawn. Excuse this hasty scrawl, and believe
me, my Lord, your Lordship's much obliged, very hum-
ble servant,	waltee scott-
If January brought the Writer of this letter "disap-
pointment," there was abundant consolation in store for
February, 1815. Guy Mannering was received with
eager curiosity, and pronounced by acclamation fully
worthy to share the honors of Waverley. The easy
transparent flow of its style; the beautiful simplicity,
and here and there the wild solemn magnificence of its

